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AMERICAN A R. T N:E v\ S 



LONDON LETTER. 



London, December 2, 1908. 

The executors of the late Sir Joseph 
Duveen, who died at Hyeres on Novem- 
ber 9, have taken a probate on a pro- 
visional valuation of his estate, which 
for this purpose is assessed at £500,000. 
There are numerous legacies to old ser- 
vants and to the employes of Duveen 
Brothers, as well as to friends and dis- 
tant relatives. The testator leaves to 
Lady Duveen the use of his house and 
-a large income for life. Subject to this 
he divides his estate among his chil- 
dren in certain proportions. His death, 
as already announced, will in no way 
affect the continuation of the firm of 
Duveen Brothers. 

The famous collection of bronze an- 1 
tiquities formed by the Rev. William j 
Greenwell, F. R. S., Canon of Durham 1 ; 
Cathedral, has been acquired for the J 
British Museum, thanks to the generos- 
ity of an anonymous American donor', 
who has supplied the £10,000 needed 
to complete the negotiations. The 
Greenwell collection includes hundreds 
of spear-heads and axes and is partic- 
ularly rich in early British bronzes. 

The amendment of the present law re- 
lating to copyright in art is again be- 
ing seriously considered, and there is 
every prospect that a bill on the sub- 
ject will be introduced into Parliament 
next year. Three years ago the Artis- 
tic Copyright Society was formed to 
take this matter in hand, and has since 
been doing useful spadework. The re- 
form of copyright law is also a plank 
in the platform of the more recently 
formed Allied Artists' Association, 
which demands that copyright shall al- 
ways be held to be vested in the artist, 
unless there is written evidence to the 
contrary, and also that the copyright 
shall belong to the artist's heirs or as- 
signs for a longer period than the seven , 
years after death, twenty or even more. 
With these two powerful organiza- 
tions working in harmony, it seems 
probable that the iniquitous conditions 
prevailing will speedily be changed, 
the more so since certain members of 
the Cabinet have already expressed 
their sympathy with the bill which the 
Artistic Copyright Society and the Al- 
lied Artists' Association are now ac- 
tively supporting. 

Messrs. Archibald Constable & Co. 
have just published a "Short History 
of Engraving and Etching," by A. M. 
Hind, of the Department of Prints and 
Drawings of the British Museum. For 
all its small compass the book is a 
mine of accurate information and schol- 
arly criticism, and as a handy standard 
work on an extended subject it fills a 
real need. 

The English agencies of Georges 
Petit of Paris are now amalgamated 
under the title of the Franco-British 
• Association, M. Victor Fodor having 
charge of the London Branch at 12 
Talbot House, St. Martin's Lane, W. 
C, and Mr. Montague Morris of the 
Liverpool Branch at 31 Dale Street. 
The new firm has also rented the Graf- 
ton Galleries, where they have now 
transferred the Salon of Etchings in 
Color, recently on view at the Paris 
House. 

An exhibition of etchings, wood en- 
gravings and water-colors by the well- 
known French artist, Auguste Lepere, 
is now open at the Rembrandt Gal- 
lery. F. Cayley Robinson more than 
maintains the promise of his occasional 
exhibit in a one-man show at the Car- 
fax Gallery. Akin to Puvis de Chavan- 
nes in his spacious design and delicate 
sense of color, Cayley Robinson is more 
robust in his rendering of figures, and 
critics here predict a great future for 
him as a decorative painter. 



CORCORAN EXHIBITION. 

(Continued from page 4.) 
ing portrait of President Roosevelt, 
painted for the President's Harvard 
class of 1880, a master work, Frederic 
P. Vinton's admirable seated portrait 
of President Wright, of Clark College, 
Gari Melcher's fine figure group, "The 
Madonna," Irving B. Wiles' broad and 
masterly figure work, "The Window," 
Edmund C. Tarbell's splendidly mod- 
eled and presented half-length portrait 
of Dr. Harvey Cushing and his well- 
known interior with figures "Girls 
Reading," Willard L. Metcalf's well- 
known and always beautiful "Trem- 



exquisite study of the nude in sunlight, j 
a An I dylle," Robert David Gauley'sj 
decorative figure piece, "Tanagra," j 
Charles W. Hawthorne's remarkablel 
technical performance, "The Morning 1 
Catch," Wilhelm Funk's characteristic 
and splendidly painted portrait of Capt. 
Try-Davies, F. Ballard Williams' Mon- 
ticellian panel, "A Glade by the Sea," 
and Albert L. Groll's fine conception, 
painted in Arizona, "The Enchanted 
Mesa." 

It will be noted that several of these 
star pictures are familiar ones, but this 
does not detract from their standing 
in the display. 

James B. Townsend. 



PARIS LETTER. 




InJWinter Academy Exhibition 



PORTRAIT OF A LADY 
By Irving R. Wiles 



bling Leaves," an American Corot, j 
John La Farge's dramatic "Wolf j 
Charmer," John W. Alexander's char-! 
acteristic and beautiful figure piece, 
"The Mother," T. W. Dewing's al- 
ways satisfactory and beautiful color 
symphony, "Yellow Tulips," Charles 
H. Davis' broad and fine "Clouds and 
Hills," George Elmer Browne's mag- 
nificent rich colored landscape, "A 
Brittany Headland," "The Absinthe 
Drinkers" of Robert MacCameron, 
above noted, Frank Duveneck's mod- 
ern Ruysdael, "Village Brooks — 
Bavaria," George H. Bogert's "Ap- 
proaching Storm," a reminiscence of 
both Ruysdael and Michel, but with 
much originality, Childe Hassam's 
"Bowl of Nasturtiums," Frank W. 
Benson's lovely outdoors "September 
Evening," Ernest Lawson's "Morning- 
side Heights," J. Francis Murphy's 
beautiful landscape, "Summertime," 
Bruce Crane's clear-aired and strong 
"November Hills," Lillian M. Genth's 



ACADEMY EXHIBITION. 



(Continued from page 2.) 
trait head; Howard Russell Butler's de- 
lightful presentment of a summer girl 
on a sea beach, a dashing canvas, the 
figure lifelike and full of action, and 
the colors soft and harmonious; a char- 
acteristic and fine landscape by Ben 
Foster; a brilliant still life of fish, by 
William M. Chase; George Bellows' 
splendid view of the Hudson River on 
a cold wintry day ; a typical Dutch tulip 
garden, by George Hitchcock; a su- 
perb Arizona landscape by A. L. Groll, 
and a large and fine double portrait of 
mother and daughter by George M. 
Reevs. 

The Academy officers and their able 
assistant, Mr. Harrison S. Morris, to 
whose energy and ability the success 
of this exhibition is largely due, must 
be congratulated upon it. 

James B. Townsend. 



Pa 1 ' * December 2, 1908. 
Thanksgiving Day was celebrat- 
ed with much rejoicing in the various 
ateliers and art clubs of the Quartiei 
Latin. The American Art Association 
organized a banquet and the Students' 
Hostel an evening party and ball, which 
was quite a brilliant affair. 

Of the many exhibitions which took 
place last month, probably the most 
successful has been that of Miss * 
Mary Cassatt's works at Durand- 
Ruel's. Though she was born at Pitts- 
burg and first became acquainted with 
brushes and palette at Philadelphia, it 
is in Paris that Miss Cassatt's art was 
appreciated after years of strenuous 
work, under the direction of that great 
impressionist, Degas. 

Among the most striking pictures on 
view at Durand-Ruel's there is a small 
panel, "At the Theatre." It was paint- 
ed in the early eighties, and having been 
offered for sale at an auction at that 
time, it absolutely failed to attract at- 
tention, and was knocked down for $2. 
The present owner of this picture, Mr. 
Albert Rouard, a well-known collector, 
I would certainly not part with it now 
• for a thousand times that amount. 

Other striking works in this exhibi- 
tion are: "La Toilette," an exquisite 
composition belonging to Mr. Degas, 
"The Girl with the Dog," to Mrs. C. 
P. Huntington, a few portraits loaned 
by Mr. Kelekian, Jr., Mr. Durand-Ruel's 
little daughter, Mme. and Mile, de 
Sailly, etc. 

The French Government has be- 
stowed on Miss Cassatt the knighthood 
of the Legion d'Honneur. 

Two interesting exhibitions are now 
on at Geo. Petit's. An Italian "division- 
ist," M. Vitelleschi, has some fine ex- 
amples of his works in pastel, water 
color and oil. In the adjoining room 
Mr. Jordie is exhibiting some sixty 
landscapes of Brittany, Algeria and 
Egypt. 

The fine collection of Mr. A. Lion has 
come under the hammer at the Hotel 
Drouot. Prices were rather high and 
competition very keen all through the 
sale. A lot of miniatures of the eight- 
eenth century were disposed of at 
prices ranging from $300 to $1,200. One 
on ivory, by Jean Antoine Laurient, was 
I bid to $1,450. 

I Messrs. Hamburger Fres secured a 
number of very fine objects, such as a 
couple of chandeliers in ancient "pate 
tendre" of Saint Cloud, for $760, also 
an ancient china coffee pot, with a gor- 
geous decoration of medallions and 
flowers, for $365. 

The American artists, members of the 
American Art Club, are now hold- 
ing their yearly Autumn exhibition. 
Among the exhibitors are: Messrs. A. 
F. Kleinminger, Parker Newton, F. 
Armington, W. P. Silva, P. Gibb, A. F. 
Miller, A. J. Lyons, F. Zirnbaum, J. P. 
Tiller, K. E. Waden, C. F. Wooll, T. 
Spicer Simpson, C. Chitty, B. Cornwal- 
lis, F. Frieseke. J. F. Reid, C. A. Slade 
and C. E. Johnson. 



OBITUARY. 



Henry Baerer, a noted sculptor, 
whose work adorns several public 
places, died of heart disease on Dec. 7 
at his home in this city. The funeral 
was held on Wednesday last. Mr. 
Baerer was born in Kirchlim, Hesse- 
Kassel. Germany, in 1837. He studied 
at the Munich Academy and was a 
pupil of Von Launitz. He was a mem- 
ber of the National Sculpture Society. 
One of the most familiar of Mr. Baer- 
er's is the Beethoven statue in Central 
I Park. 



